A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
(5) The  coming struggle is  often represented as a duel
between Napoleon ajid England.   This is an error, due to that
worst of all the tendencies that falsify history—the tendency to
simplify a complex problem.   Colour is lent to this idea of an
Anglo-French duel by angry exclamations of Napoleon himself,
and naturally by the bias of his permanent opponents in England,
but the truth is otherwise.   Where many factors are involved
each must be weighed and given its due place.   The struggle
was one between the Revolutionary idea, now led by Napoleon,
and all the pre-Revolutionary traditions of government and
society.   The Prussian monarchy and Junkers were an enemy;
the Russian religion was an enemy; the house of Habsburg and
popular loyalty towards it was an enemy;  the Papacy, which
was outraged, and with it the universal Catholic sentiment
throughout Europe, was an enemy; and so wras the Spanish de-
testation of the foreigner.   All these appear in 1803-15, each in
turn with particular vigour at particular points in the struggle.
(6) England remaining supreme at sea, and an effort at
invasion proving impossible, her population, manufactures, and
wealth continue to increase, and she subsidizes one coalition
after another against Napoleon.    They all fail.   The money
seems to have been thrown away.   Napoleon's blockade for-
bidding Continental nations to trade with England and waging
a ceaseless war of capture against English merchantmen at sea
is on the point of succeeding.   English paper money progres-
sively loses its value, and the country is progressively in greater
and greater danger, until the capital event of the whole war—-
Napoleon's quarrel with his ally, Russia, and his determination
to invade that country.
In the Russian disaster of 1812 Napoleon loses the un-
questioned might of his armies. They are imperilled. In 1813
he is beaten at the decisive battle of Leipzig, which is the
turning-point of his fortunes. The Napoleonic power is forced
out of Spain and the Germanies and rolled back to France,
France itself is invaded, Napoleon has to abdicate and is con-
fined by the Great Powers in the island of Elba (1814). In the
next year (1815) he escapes from Elba, and makes one last effort
(the Hundred Days) to rally the exhausted French, who are
now divided in their support of him. Vast armies are raised to
complete his overthrow. He meets the first two groups of them
in Belgium before the rest come up, and is finally defeated at
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